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I have a very large travertine slab (honed) ona whirlpool bathtub. At the narrowest point the stone developed
a crack. It doesn't go all the way through and seems to have settled; it's been there about a year. Functionally
there's no problem but you can see the crack. How do I fix it? I've gotten a few opinions on it - one said I
should use an epoxy and fill it, another said to fill it with a sandless grout. I don't want to do anything that will
just cause me more bother if it doesn't work out right. Any suggestions?

 Dear Joe: 

 It does sound like it stabilized. 

 As for the repair, without actually seeing it, I can hardly tell. But the first thing that comes to my mind is this: is the crack
wide enough to let anything in? 

 I mean, both epoxy and grout have some â€œbodyâ€• and need room to go in. If your crack is not even all the way
through, I highly doubt that you have any significant gap that should be at least 1 mm. 

 The ideal would be to mix flowing clear polyester glue (that is what they improperly call epoxy, most of the time) with
sand less grout (approx. 70 glue to 30 grout), and then play with the white to match the color. Add the hardener, fill the
crack, let the filler cure, grind it flush and finish to match the rest of the slab. But then again: you must have enough
width in the crack to possibly do that. If you don't, one way of doing that is to widen it with a special blade; but only a
precious few stone restoration contractors know about this technique. 

   

 May I ask you now to please read and e-sign our Statement of Purpose at:  http://www.marblecleaning.org/purpose.htm
? 

 Ciao and good luck, 

Mauri  z io Bertoli
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